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There’s still time, advocates
of non-profit organizations say,
to make a year-end donation
eligible for a tax deduction, and
giving via the Internet has been
growing in popularity.

Digital donations have risen
sharply in recent years, becom-
ing one of the fastest growing
online trends in the United
States. Last year, online chari-
table giving totaled approxi-
mately $6.8 billion, according
to the ePhilanthropy
Foundation.

Tragedies have set a new bar
in digital philanthropy. In 1999,
the American Red Cross raised
$2.7 million online, a record at
the time for online gifts.
However, a sharp increase in
online donations has occurred
throughout the past decade,
especially following disasters.
In fact, the American Red
Cross estimates that $265 mil-
lion was raised online in just
two weeks following Hurricane
Katrina.

“Some people argue that
technology isolates people, cre-
ating a digital divide between
those who have proper access

and those who don’t,” said

Lonnie Schaal, technical sup-

Missouri-based telephone and
Internet provider, and a fre-
quent volunteer. “Yet, few peo-
ple realize how the Internet has
played a major role in allowing
people to get in touch with
those in need.”

Digital philanthropy allows
donors the opportunity to con-
nect directly with people
around the world in ways that
were not feasible before due to
the high cost of recruiting

‘donors around the world. With

advanced technology, digital
donations can now be solicited
at an exceptionally low cost
worldwide.

“Younger donors prefer
donating online because of the
convenience,” said Schaal.
“Older donors appreciate the
accountability and the ability to
analyze online annual reports
and financial statements of the
charity they are supporting.”

Some of the most credible
and free Web sites for research-
ing charities include www,
guidestar.org, www.charitynay-
igator.arg, and www.charity-
watch.org.

These Web sites gather and
publicize information about
nonprofit organizations to eval-
uate their efficiency, accounta-
bility and ability to sustain pro-
grams over time.

Web sites such as www.glob-
algiving.com allow potential
donors to browse through more
than 500 different project pro-
files with detailed progress
reports.

All projects are screened to
ensure they meet IRS guide-
lines for international grant
making and that they comply
with new national guidelines
for anti-terrorism.
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B Many Web sites offer
safe options for charitable

donations.
Me 1

On a  smaller le-
vel, www.donorschoose.org all
ows potential donors to browse
through one-page ‘grant essays
submitted by public school

teachers across the country.

In the proposal, teachers
outline materials needed in the
classroom and how much
money is necessary to fund the
project. , ,

Once the project is com-
plete, students show their grati-
tude by writing thank-you
notes to their benefactors.

“It’s amazing how many
good causes there are to give to
online at our very fingertips,”
said Schaal.




